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1 )IEI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 15 February 2012 . 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 
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4) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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5) ^ Claim(s) 30-32 is/are pending in the application. 

5a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

7) |EI Claim(s) 30^2 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . Due to communications filed 2/1 5/1 2, the following is a non-final office action. No 
claims have been amended. Claims 1 -29 and 33 are cancelled. Claims 30-32 are 
pending in this application. The previous rejection has been withdrawn and claims 30- 
32 are now rejected as follows. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

2. The terminal disclaimer filed on 2/1 5/1 2 disclaiming the terminal portion of any 
patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of the 
full statutory term of prior patent numbers 5,799,283 and 6,078,899 has been reviewed 
and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

4. Claims 1-5, 7-11, 13,14 and 16-20, 22-26, 28-33, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Ginter (US 201 1 01 45602 A1 ), 

As per claim 30, Ginter discloses: 

at least one tax register of a retailer, said tax register including a 
processor configured to process transaction data and generate tax data including 
a calculation of an amount of tax to be paid to a government taxing authority for 
a transaction between a consumer and the retailer, ([1829] In one embodiment, the 
portable appliance 2600 could support secure (in this instance encrypted and/or 
authenticated) two-way communications with a retail terminal which may contain a VDE 
electronic appliance 600 or communicate with a retailer's or third party provider's VDE 
electronic appliance 600. ALSO SEE [1840], lines 1-7, The portable appliance 2600 or 
other VDE electronic appliance 600, can, in one embodiment, also automate many tax 
collection functions. A VDE electronic appliance 600 may, with great security, record 
financial transactions, identify the nature of the transaction, and identify the required 
sales or related government transaction taxes.); 
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a communication link directly connecting over a network said tax register 
to the government taxing authority, said tax register being programmed to 
transmit said tax data directly to the government taxing authority via said 
communication link, ([1840], lines 7+ and securely communicate this information to one 
or more government agencies directly at some interval (for example monthly), and/or 
securely transfer this information to, for example, a financial clearinghouse, which would 
then transfer one or more secure, encrypted (or unsecure, calculated by clearinghouse, 
or otherwise computed) information audit packets (e.g., VDE content containers and 
employing secure VDE communication techniques) to the one or more appropriate, 
participating government agencies. The overall integrity and security of VDE 100 could 
ensure, in a coherent and centralized manner, that electronic reporting of tax related 
information (derived from one or more electronic commerce activities) would be valid 
and comprehensive. It could also act as a validating source of information on the 
transfer of sales tax collection (e.g., if, for example, said funds are transferred directly to 
the government by a commercial operation and/or transferred in a manner such that 
reported tax related information cannot be tampered with by other parties in a VDE 
pathway of tax information handling). ALSO SEE [1967] where it shows the inclusion of 
a communication link to carry out VDE enabled trusted negotiations thereby suggesting 
the communication link directly connecting over a network said tax register to the 
government taxing authority since the VDE is used to communicate the tax information 
to the government agencies );, 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to disclose a communication link directly connecting over a network 
said tax register to the government taxing authority, said tax register being programmed 
to transmit said tax data directly to the government taxing authority via said 
communication link with the motivation of providing some type of means of 
communication between a retail environment and a government taxing authority. 

As per claim 31 , Bernard et al discloses: 

wherein said transaction data includes an amount of money received by the retailer 
from the consumer for said transaction, ([1 829] In one embodiment, the portable 
appliance 2600 could support secure (in this instance encrypted and/or authenticated) 
two-way communications with a retail terminal which may contain a VDE electronic 
appliance 600 or communicate with a retailer's or third party provider's VDE electronic 
appliance 600. During such a secure two-way communication between, for example, 
each participant's secure VDE subsystem, portable appliance 2600 VDE secure 
subsystem may provide authentication and appropriate credit or debit card information 
to the retail terminal VDE secure subsystem. During the same or different 
communication session, the terminal could similarly, securely communicate back to the 
portable appliance 2600 VDE secure subsystem details as to the retail transaction (for 
example, what was purchased and price, the retail establishment's digital signature, the 
retail terminal's identifier, tax related information, etc.). 
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As per claim 32, Ginter discloses: 

a computer system including at least one processor associated with at 
least one software component executable by the processor, ([0155] Designing VDE 
capabilities into one or more standard microprocessor, microcontroller and/or other 
digital processing components may materially reduce VDE related hardware costs by 
employing the same hardware resources for both the transaction management uses 
contemplated by the present invention and for other, host electronic appliance functions. 
This means that a VDE SPU can employ (share) circuitry elements of a "standard" 
CPU. For example, if a "standard" processor can operate in protected mode and can 
execute VDE related instructions as a protected activity, then such an embodiment may 
provide sufficient hardware security for a variety of applications and the expense of a 
special purpose processor might be avoided. Under one preferred embodiment of the 
present invention, certain memory (e.g., RAM, ROM, NVRAM) is maintained during 
VDE related instruction processing in a protected mode (for example, as supported by 
protected mode microprocessors). This memory is located in the same package as the 
processing logic (e.g. processor). Desirably, the packaging and memory of such a 
processor would be designed using security techniques that enhance its resistance to 
tampering). 

collectively operable to: 

process transaction data including a sales transaction between a 

consumer and a retailer; generate tax data including a calculation of an amount of tax 
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to be paid to a government taxing authority based on the sales transaction, ([1829] In 
one embodiment, the portable appliance 2600 could support secure (in this instance 
encrypted and/or authenticated) two-way communications with a retail terminal which 
may contain a VDE electronic appliance 600 or communicate with a retailer's or third 
party provider's VDE electronic appliance 600. ALSO SEE [1840], lines 1 -7, The portable 
appliance 2600 or other VDE electronic appliance 600, can, in one embodiment, also 
automate many tax collection functions. A VDE electronic appliance 600 may, with great 
security, record financial transactions, identify the nature of the transaction, and identify 
the required sales or related government transaction taxes.); 

directly connect via a communication link over a network to the government taxing 
authority; automatically transmit said tax data over the network directly to the 
government taxing authority via the communication link, ([1 840], lines 7+ and securely 
communicate this information to one or more government agencies directly at some 
interval (for example monthly), and/or securely transfer this information to, for example, 
a financial clearinghouse, which would then transfer one or more secure, encrypted (or 
unsecure, calculated by clearinghouse, or otherwise computed) information audit 
packets (e.g., VDE content containers and employing secure VDE communication 
techniques) to the one or more appropriate, participating government agencies. The 
overall integrity and security of VDE 100 could ensure, in a coherent and centralized 
manner, that electronic reporting of tax related information (derived from one or more 
electronic commerce activities) would be valid and comprehensive. It could also act as a 
validating source of information on the transfer of sales tax collection (e.g., if, for 
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example, said funds are transferred directly to the government by a commercial 
operation and/or transferred in a manner such that reported tax related information 
cannot be tampered with by other parties in a VDE pathway of tax information handling). 
ALSO SEE [1 967] where it shows the inclusion of a communication link to carry out 
VDE enabled trusted negotiations thereby suggesting directly connect via a 
communication link over a network to the government taxing authority since the VDE is 
used to communicate the tax information to the government agencies );, 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to disclose directly connect via a communication link over a 
network to the government taxing authority with the motivation of providing some type of 
means of communication between a retail environment and a government taxing 
authority. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 30-32 have been considered but 
are moot because the arguments do not apply to any of the references being used in 
the current rejection. 
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Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Akiba Allen whose telephone number is 571 -272-6734. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571 -272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
•Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system, Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
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more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 

A. R. B. 
May 7, 2012 



/Akiba K Allen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3628 



